Southwest Florida Watershed Council, Inc.

PO. Box 61063, Fort Myers, FL 33906-1063
www.swhwe.org
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April 14,2003

Representative Dudley Goodlette (goodlette.dudley@myfloridahouse.com) (239)417-6205

Representative Carole Green (green.carole@myfloridahouse.com) (239)433-6775
Representative Lindsay Harrington (harrington.lindsay@myfloridahouse.com) (941)575-5820
Representative Jeffrey Kottkamp (kottkamp.jeff@myfloridahouse.com) (239)344-4900
Representative Bruce Kyle (kyle.bruce@myfloridahouse.com) (239)335-1541
Representative Jerry Paul (paul jerry@myfloridahouse.com) (941)488-0060
Representative Joseph Spratt (spratt.joseph@myfloridahouse.com) (850)488-3457
Senator JD Alexander (alexander.jd.web@flsenate.gov) (800)444-9747
Senator Nancy Argenziano (argenziano.nancy.web@flsenate.gov) (866)538-2831
Senator Dave Aronberg (aronberg.dave.web@flsenate.gov) (239)338-2646
Senator Michael Bennett (bennett.mike.web@flsenate.gov) (800)500-1239
Senator Burt Saunders (saunders.burt.web@flsenate.gov) (239)417-6220

Ladies and Gentlemen,

The Southwest Florida Watershed Council is a not-for-profit organization dedicated to ensuring that the interests and concerns of all
stakeholders within the Caloosahatchee and Big Cypress Watersheds are addressed, and to insure that long term management
strategies balance the needs of this region’s growth and the natural systems upon which our economy and quality of life depend.
Established in 2001 by a diverse group of citizens, public officials, students, agency personnel, and representatives of private interests
to focus attention on the water resources of this region, our organization has already begun to identify ways to improve coordination
and promote integration among the various interests involved in Southwest Florida’s watersheds.

We would like to ask for your support of the following initiatives:
e  The Estero Bay Nutrient Management Partnership program—a voluntary partnership amongst public and private
interests to improve water quality and help insure the long term health of Estero Bay

e Amendments to the Water Resources Implementation Rule (Chapter 62-40, F.A.C.)—specifically, the amendment
relating to Reservations 62-40.474. The provisions set out in this new amendment will potentially make it legally
possible to prioritize through “reservation” water flows and levels that sustain our water heritage in Southwest Florida.
We are extremely concerned about provisions in H1005 and S2200 that would repeal the existing language in ss.
373.223(4), F.S that allows the Florida Department of Environmental Protection and Water Management
Districts to use water reservations. Please do not support these bills!

e The establishment of a statutory water reservation for the Caloosahatchee River and Estuary to provide a source of water
for the natural resources that are the economic base of this region.

e The application for water resource project funding recently submitted to the State by the Lower West Coast Service
Center of the South Florida Water Management District.

We appreciate your efforts on behalf of the citizens of Southwest Florida and the Southwest Florida Watershed Council.

Sincerely,
Michael R. Bauer, J.D., Ph.D.
Chairman

The mission of the Southwest Florida Watershed Council is to protect, conserve, manage and/or
restore the land and water resources of the Caloosahatchee and Big Cypress Watersheds through participation
and cooperation of all stakeholders in consensus building, planning, and decision making to meet the
economic, natural and cultural needs for this and succeeding generations.



